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           Board of Elevator Regulations – Hearing 

Minutes – January 21, 2014 
 

This meeting was held in accordance with G. L. c. 30A, §§18-25, the Open Meeting Law 
 

Present: 

Walter Zalenski , Chair       Thomas Riley, Member      Harold McGonagle, Member           

Cheri Davis, Member             John O’Donoghue, Member                      Kevin McGettigan, Member                   

David Gaudet, Member       Susan Genduso, DPS                                  

Rosemary Hyde, DPS                                   Deirdre Hostler, DPS (arrived after first 3 Petitions were heard) 

 

Absent: 

Michael Nicoloro, Member 

  

Meeting is called to order and board members are introduced by the Chair – a quorum is present 

 

Minutes:  

 Review of Revised Minutes of  January 7, 2014 

Motion by:  Kevin McGettigan to accept the minutes as written 

Seconded by:  Harold McGonagle 

Abstained:  David Gaudet 

Vote:  6-0, Minutes Accepted 
 

Petitions: 

          106 Walnut Street, Natick – 198-W-2 

    Petitioner cancelled and will be rescheduled for February 4, 2014     

 

Petitions Heard: 

I.       236 Huntington Avenue, Boston  -  1-P-4596 

     524 CMR-2012, 17.26 (17) 

 Owner:  Druker Company LTD, 50 Federal Street, Boston MA  02110 

Petitioner:  Erin Carr, Atlantic Elevator, 180 Bodwell Street, Avon, MA 02322 

Petitioner is seeking relief from Inspectors Report #141901, dated November 20, 2013, to allow equalizer bars 

to remain in existing elevator.  The drum machine was installed with equalizer bars approximately 50 years 

ago.  The Board determined that there is nothing in the code that would prohibit the equalizer bars from 

remaining but wants to verify with Inspector that there are no other violations.  A motion is put forth by Kevin 

McGettigan to grant the relief and have DPS abate the work order with the *condition that it is confirmed that 

no other violations exist.   

http://www.mass.gov/dps


 

BER Minutes 01.21.2014 - Page 2 

 

 

  Motioned by:  Kevin McGettigan   

 Seconded by:  Harold McGonagle 

 Vote:   7-0, Relief granted *with condition 

  

II.        52 Rowland Street, Charlestown – 1-F-187  

     524 CMR -2012, 15.01 (2) (e) Material Change 

Owner:  Roland Street Associates, 200 State Street, Floor 3, Boston, MA  02109 

Petitioner:  Kenneth Legro, Otis Elevator Co, 61 Fourth Avenue, Needham, MA 02494 

Petitioner is seeking a variance from CMR 524 to allow a freight elevator to be converted to a passenger 

elevator.  A Material Change was performed on the elevator by a previous owner without having applied for 

the proper permits.  The elevator does not meet current codes for a passenger elevator and was shut down by 

DPS.  The Board determined that the current owner must apply for a permit to perform the required changes to 

convert the freight to a passenger and ensure that it meets A17.01-2004 with Mass. Modifications in CMR524, 

Section 35.  A motion is put forth by Harold McGonagle to grant the variance.  

 Motioned by:  Harold McGonagle   

 Seconded by:  David Gaudet 

 Vote:   7-0, Variance Granted 

  

III.        139R Linden Street, Wellesley – 317-W-429  

 ASME A17.1- 1996, Section 2000 

Owner:  Perdoni Brothers LLC, 61 River Ridge, Wellesley, MA  02482   

Petitioner:  Eugenio Perdoni, 139R Linden Street, Wellesley, MA  02482 

Petitioner is seeking a variance to allow the use of residential wheelchair lift in a commercial building.  The 

unit was placarded by DPS.  The lift services the basement hair salon only.  The two residences located on the 

first and second floor of the building do not have access to the lift.  A motion is put forth by Harold 

McGonagle to grant a variance to allow this residential lift to be used in the commercial location with the 

*conditions that the lift be inspected yearly and only be used by people in a wheelchair, it is not to be used to 

carry materials or ambulatory people.  The Board recommends that the owner provide a foldable wheelchair 

on site for use in lift.  Owner must apply for a Placard Removal Inspection.  Kevin McGettigan goes on record 

to say that he disagrees with the decision and that the Board has never approved use of a residential lift in a 

commercial installation before.  

  Motioned by:  Harold McGonagle    

 Seconded by:  Thomas Riley   

 Vote:  5-2, Variance Granted  

 Opposed by:  Walter Zalenski and Kevin McGettigan 

 

IV.     225 South Street, Williamstown – 341-P-113 

524 CMR, Section 35 and ASME A17.1  

Owner:  The Sterling & Francine Art Institute, 225 South Street, Williamstown, MA  01267 

Petitioner:  Sterling & Francine Clark Art Institute 

Petitioner is seeking a variance to allow reduced ceiling height of 6’-0” in one section of the elevator machine 

room.  The code requires 7’-0” ceiling height.   The machine room is being relocated under stairs as part of the 

building’s renovation.  A motion is put forth by Kevin McGettigan to grant the variance to allow 6’-0” reduced 

headroom on the south wall side of the machine room with the *condition that the ceiling is clearly marked 

“Low Overhead”.    

  Motioned by:  Kevin McGettigan  

  Seconded by:  Thomas Riley  

  Vote:  7-0, Variance Granted with *condition  
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V.      Product Variance – MEI Elevator Solutions, MRL Passenger Elevator 

     ASME A17.1-2004, Chapter 17.02.4 and 17.02.5 (d) (e) and 524 CMR, Section 35, 2.7.2.2 and 2.2.2.2    

 Owner:  Peckham Residence c/o Michael Cuggino, 15 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston, MA  02116 

 Petitioner:  Robert Cleary, Cleary Elevator, 47 Intervale Street, Quincy, MA  02169 

Petitioner is seeking a variance to install a new machine room-less elevator product pursuant to 524 CMR 

13.02.  The manufacturer of the elevator is MEI Elevator Solutions, product name is MRL Passenger.  The 

governor is located in the overhead and is visible and serviceable.   The governor is remote set, remote reset 

and mechanically self-resetting.  The machine does not comply with required clearances.  A motion is put 

forth by Kevin McGettigan to grant the variance to install one prototype elevator at 15 Commonwealth 

Avenue, Boston.  When the prototype is ready for inspection (in late 2014) the Board will determine if the 

elevator will be approved for more installations.   

 Motioned by:  Kevin McGettigan 

 Seconded by:  David Gaudet 

 Vote:  7-0, Product Variance Granted 

 

 

A motion was put forth to adjourn the meeting by Kevin McGettigan, all in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 3:00 pm. 

 

Exhibit List: 

Exhibit 1:  Petition packet for 236 Huntington Avenue, Boston – 1-P-4596 

Exhibit 2:  Petition packet for 53 Roland Street, Charlestown – 1-F-187  

Exhibit 3:  Petition packet for 139R Linden Street, Wellesley – 317-W-429 

Exhibit 4:  Petition packet for 225 South Street, Williamstown – 341-P-113 

Exhibit 5:  Petition packet for MEI Elevator MRL Passenger Elevator  
 

 

Prepared by:  Susan Genduso 

            


